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The inferiour characters, as they are of less importance,
are less accurately delineated; the picture of Harley is, at
least, partially drawn: all the deformities are heightened,
and the beauties, for beauties of mind he certainly had,,
are entirely omitted.
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THE first effect, which this book has upon the reader, is
that of disgusting him with the author's vanity. He en-
deavours to persuade the world, that here are some new
treasures of literature spread before his eyes; that some-
thing is discovered, which, to this happy day, had been con-
cealed in darkness; that, by his diligence, time has been
robbed of some valuable monument which he was on the
point of devouring; and that names and facts, doomed to
oblivion, are now restored to fame.

How must the unlearned reader be surprised, when he
shall be told that Mr. Blackwell has neither digged in the
ruins of any demolished city, nor found out the way to the
library of Fez; nor had a single book in his hands, that has
not been in the possession of every man that was inclined
to read it, for years and ages; and that his book relates to
a people, who, above all others, have furnished employment
to the studious, and amusements to the idle; who have
scarcely left behind them a coin or a stone, which has not
been examined and explained a thousand times; and whose
dress, and food, and household stuff, it has been the pride
of learning to understand.

A man need not fear to incur the imputation of vicious
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